
LEGISLATIVE INTERIM COMMITTEES -- AUGUST 2015 and 
2015 FIRST SPECIAL SESSION 

LAW ENFORCEMENT AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
Bill Title/Subject Matter: Use of Body Cameras by Law Enforcement 

 Legislator(s) –Sponsor: Rep. Dan McCay 
Sen. Daniel W. Thatcher 

Interested Parties:  
Code Reference:  
Description:  The committee is studying the use of body cameras by law enforcement. Should law 
enforcement officers be required to use body cameras? Should the state develop policies and procedures 
for the use of body cameras or allow local law enforcement agencies to develop their own policies and 
procedures? (See excerpt from Administrative Rules Review Committee letter below.)  
 
[Action: No action, information only. Proposed draft legislation will be presented at a later date.]  
 

Bill Title/Subject Matter: Elimination of Four Statutorily Required Annual Reports 
 Legislator(s) –Sponsor:  

Interested Parties: Nathan Brady, Committee Staff 
Code Reference: 2016FL-0236/004 

Amends UCA §§ 51-9-411, 51-9-412, 63M-7-305 
Description: Eliminates the following annual agency reporting requirements: Commission on 
Criminal and Juvenile Justice report on the grants allocated from the Law Enforcement 
Operations Account; Commission on Criminal and Juvenile Justice report on the funds 
allocated from the Law Enforcement Services Account; Utah Substance Abuse Advisory 
Council written report on the implementation, impact, and results of the Drug Offender Reform 
Act; Utah Department of Corrections written report regarding the housing of state inmates in 
county jails; and Commission on Criminal and Juvenile Justice written report on the number of 
state parole and probationary inmates who are housed in county jails. 
 
[Action: Sen. Weiler made a motion to adopt the legislation as a Committee bill. PASSED –  
Not unanimous.] 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE RULES REVIEW ---This committee met on Monday, August 17, 2015 

Bill Title/Subject Matter: Letter to Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice Interim Committee 
Recommending Further Study of Issues Related to Peace Officers Use of 
Force 

 Based on its study of the topic, the Administrative Rules Review Committee recommends that your 
committee propose [Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice Interim Committee], in draft legislation, the 
statutory standards that the Legislature should apply to both state and local law enforcement agencies 
addressing:  
 
--Officer training, particularly de-escalation and addressing mental health issues as part of Crisis 
Intervention Training, including how to address the costs of training and which officers should receive 
the training;  
--Involvement of minority communities by local police agencies as they develop their "Use of Force" 
policies, and in the bodies that investigate incidents;  
--Investigations of incidents involving peace officer use of force, including the formation by the 
Legislature of an independent entity, such as an inspector general, to assure that the investigative 
process is consistent and impartial throughout the state (this entity would then pass on 
recommendations to the district attorney when charges are warranted);  
--Body cameras, including:  
 o how long police agencies should keep the footage;  
 o under what circumstances footage should be released to the public;  



 o whether, or under what circumstances, a peace officer should be required to activate the peace 
officer’s body camera;  
 o funding for body cameras, including video storage costs;  
--Psychological evaluations and counseling, both prior to hiring an officer and periodically during the 
course of an officer's service, and under what circumstances evaluations and counseling should be 
required; and  
--Forced Entry, including under what circumstances knock/no knock procedures should be used.  
 

POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS 
Bill Title/Subject Matter: Good Landlord Program 
 Legislator(s): Rep. Brian King 
 Interested Parties:  
 Code Reference:  
 Description: Rep. King provided an update on progress towards addressing issues related to the Good 

Landlord Program.  Both Rep. King and Rep. Froerer will draft legislation for the General Session. 
 
 [Action: No action, information only.] 
 

JUDICIARY 
Bill Title/Subject Matter: Expungement Legislation 

 Legislator(s) –Sponsor: Sen. Mark Madsen 
Rep. Brian Greene 

Interested Parties:  
Code Reference: 2016FL-0190/009 

Amends UCA §§ 77-40-101, 102, 107, 108 
 Description: Creates a new definition of "expunge." Requires that an administrative agency remove 

information regarding expunged convictions from public databases. Creates a statement of legislative 
intent for expungement. Provides a stated purpose for expungement. 
 
Rep. Greene intends to clarify records apply to both administrative and criminal; but not to change the 
existing policy. 
 
 [Action: Sen. Madsen made a motion to approve the 2016FL-0190/009 bill as presented. PASSED] 
 

Bill Title/Subject Matter: District Court Electronic Filings 
 Legislator(s) –Sponsor: Rep. LaVar Christensen 
 Interested Parties: Attorneys from Salt Lake District Attorney’s Office 
 Code Reference:  
 Description:  The Committee discussed issues related to electronic filings in district court, including 

the impacts on due process and issuance if a filing is an arrest warrant rather than a summons.  Notice to 
a defendant may come in the form of a solicitation from an attorney looking for business when a 
summons has been issued but not served. The DA’s office is using the summons process when possible, 
depending on the severity of the crime.  Discussion with the courts on resolving these issues has been 
unsuccessful. The DA’s office is seeking an audit of the E-Flex system with the Courts.  Continued 
problems with the system in filing cases due to software glitches that took 4-6 weeks to fix resulting in 
some dangerous individuals being released from jail.  
 
[Action: Motion:  Rep. Stratton made a motion to ask the Courts and the DA’s office to try to resolve 
the issue by the October Interim meeting. Rep. Christensen would like the committee to focus on the 
impact to a person’s life regarding the summons process and reasonable government action. 
Substitute Motion:  Rep. Stratton made a motion to move to the next agenda item and have this 
discussed at the next Interim meeting. PASSED] 
 
 



BUSINESS AND LABOR 
Bill Title/Subject Matter: Public Access to Administrative Actions 

 Legislator(s) –Sponsor: Sen. Curt Bramble 
Interested Parties:  
Code Reference: 2016FL-0284/014 

 Description: The committee will consider draft legislation that: 
Addresses access of information on public state-controlled websites. Addresses application of the 
Government Records Access and Management Act. Addresses the Open and Public Meetings Act. 
 
The intent is not to take action, but to present the issue to the Committee.  The draft bill will be brought 
back at a later Interim meeting. 
 
 [Action: No action, informational only.] 
 

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
Bill Title/Subject Matter: Medical Marijuana 

 Legislator(s) –Sponsor: Sen. Mark Madsen, Sen. Evan Vickers, Rep. Kay McIff 
Interested Parties: Dr. Jahan Marcu, Ph.D., Dr. Lynn Webster, Dr. Michael Wilson, 

Utah Addiction Center, Sgt. Jim Gerhardt from North Metro Task 
Force in Denver  

Code Reference:  
 Description:  The Committee is considering whether Utah law should be amended to permit the use of 

marijuana or marijuana products for medical purposes.   
 
[Action:  No action, information only. Note: Draft bills will be presented at the November Interim 
meeting.] 
 

 
 

2015 FIRST SPECIAL SESSION 
HCR 101S2 Concurrent Resolution Approving Site for New State Correctional Facilities 
PASSED Rep. Brad Wilson; Sen Jerry Stevenson  
  

This resolution: recites the policy decision to move the state prison facilities currently located in 
Draper to another location. Recites the history of the process of identifying a suitable site for new 
state correctional facilities. Approves the site chosen by the Prison Relocation Commission as the 
site for the development of new state correctional facilities. Directs the Division of Facilities 
Construction and Management to acquire property at the site adequate for the development of new 
state correctional facilities. Expresses the intent of the Legislature and Governor as to the 
redevelopment of the former state prison property. 
 
[FN: Enactment of this legislation will not materially impact state expenditures. Relocation of the prison and 
funding for the relocation have already been approved in other legislation. Relocation of the prison itself has 
been estimated to cost $550 million over three years. The Legislature previously authorized $550 million for 
the new prison facilities ($470 million in general obligation bonds authorized in House Bill 454, 2015 
General Session, plus $80 million General Fund, One-time in Senate Bill 3, 2015 General Session). 
According to consultant studies, land acquisition and site preparation at the Interstate 80 and 7200 West site 
($154.4 million) could cost $66 million more than at the lowest cost alternative site ($88.4 million). It is 
unknown to what extent these costs will be absorbed in the $550 million authorized, as that depends upon a 
number of unpredictable factors including possible legal challenges, unforeseen construction and site 
preparation costs or savings, scheduling, and programming decisions. Key long-term operating costs at the 
Interstate 80 and 7200 West site ($423 million) could be $253 million less than the next least expensive 
alternative site ($676 million) on a 50 year net present value basis.] 
 

HCR 102 Concurrent Resolution Regarding Site for New State Correctional Facilities 
CIRCLED Rep. Fred Cox; Sen. Luz Escamilla  



  
This resolution: rejects the Prison Relocation Commission's recommendation of a site for the 
construction of new correctional facilities. Directs the Division of Facilities Construction and 
Management to evaluate the current prison property in Draper as a site for the construction of new 
correctional facilities. Designates the current prison property in Draper as the site for the 
construction of new correctional facilities if the Division of Facilities Construction and 
Management evaluation determines that it is feasible to construct new correctional facilities on that 
property. Directs the use of money designated for the construction of new correctional facilities. 
 
 

SB 1003S1 Criminal Law Amendments 
PASSED Sen. Stuart Adams; Rep. Eric Hutchings  

 Amends a cross reference regarding a conviction for the possession of certain scheduled controlled 
substances. Amends the penalty regarding the offense of failure to provide notice regarding 
damage to an unattended vehicle. 
 

 


