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Committee Utah Board of Juvenile Justice  
 
Date 
Time 
Location 

Thursday, February 19, 2009 
8:00am – 9:30 a.m. 
Salt Lake County Youth Services 

 
Members 
Present 

Gaby Anderson, Pat Berckman, Karen Crompton, Maria Garciaz, Gini Highfield, Maxwell Jackson, 
Spencer Larsen, Judge James Michie, Fred Peake, Troy Rawlings 

Members 
Excused 

Adam Cohen, Craig Dearden, Brittany Enniss, Huy Nguyen, 

Members 
Absent 

Natalie Thornley, Pam Vickrey 

Staff Reg Garff, Jo Lynn Kruse, Cuong Nguyen, Russ Van Vleet 
 
Agenda Item 

  
Welcome and Chair’s Report   

Notes Maria Garciaz called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone.  Karen Crompton made the motion 
to approve the January minutes.  Fred Peake seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 

 
Agenda Item Committee & Other Reports 
Notes Youth Committee/Do the Write Thing – Reg reported that we received 646 essays from 14 different 

schools, 13 districts, and 17 teachers, which are about 50 more essays than received last year.  Ten 
new schools participated.  All essays have been scored by Weber State Graduate School of Criminal 
Justice students and Zions bank employees.  The UBJJ board will receive essays to score in the next 
week or so by mail. When those are done, the essays will be narrowed down to the top twelve and sent 
to the VIP judges.  The Awards Luncheon date has been moved to April 30.     
DMC Committee – Cuong and Pat are part of the Salt Lake County CODA Committee (Council of 
Diversity Affairs) on law enforcement. CODA sponsored a Recruitment Fair on Feb. 10. Twenty five 
people participated including a few women.  Some 18 year olds signed up to work in dispatch because 
they cannot work in Law enforcement until age 21.  They are trying to diversify law enforcement in Salt 
Lake County.  DMC will meet today after this meeting. Pat handed out a draft of a message the DMC 
Committee is working on to present to the TCE’s and Probation Chiefs.   
Gang Task Force – Judge Yeates has had Reg attending meetings for the Salt Lake City Gang 
Forum, which has just concluded its work.  Now there is a steering committee.  A Mr. Rasmussen and 
Michael Stott serve as coordinators to the group.  The group is divided into two segments, prevention 
and intervention.  Both have made recommendations to the city.  Judge Valdez insisted that a parent 
education component be put into place.  The prevention committee went to various schools’ parent-
teacher conferences, giving out information on mentoring and where parents can go for resources.   
 
Judge Yeates and Lohra Miller serve as co-chairs for the State Gang Task Force and are looking at 
policy and legislation that might be helpful in combating gangs.  They are also working to standardize 
the definition of a gang.  The steering committee is developing the mission and goals for the Task 
Force.  Maria then suggested taking a close look at re-entry programs and employment which are 
much needed.   
 
Legislative Review –  
HB 0014 – Material Harmful to Minors Amendments 
This is a priority bill.  Troy Rawlings urged members to contact Senator Margaret Dayton to put 
pressure on getting this bill to the Senate.  The bill is currently stuck in the Senate Rules Committee. 
 
The following bills all move in the direction of enhancing penalties or making it easier for Law 
Enforcement to deal with gang problems. 

 HB 37 – Violent Offenses Amendments 
 SB 16 – Prohibited Gang Activity 
 SB 19 – Criminal Offense Penalties Amendment 
 SB 28 – Prohibited Activities of Gang Offenders  

 
SB 118 – Parental Responsibility for Juvenile Criminal Gang Offense Costs 
Troy has concerns about this one and would like to see more detail.  This bill could require a parent or 
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guardian who has custody of a minor to be liable for certain graffiti and property damages up to $5000.  
The main concern is for foster parents. 
HB 97 – Sexual Exploitation of a Minor 
Amends the offense of sexual exploitation of a minor to include the act of (intentional and knowing) 
viewing. The bill will also provides that entities, their employees, and law enforcement officers who are 
acting in good faith to investigate, monitor for, or report child pornography are not considered to have 
violated any civil or criminal provision regarding sexual exploitation of a minor. 
HB 244 – Provides that it is a class A misdemeanor to enter onto school property in order to evade law 
enforcement.   
 
Maria encouraged everyone to call or email Reg with issues or concerns. 

 
Agenda Item Juvenile Justice Specialist Report 
Notes Financial Update – All that remains is $14,000 in returned monies from FY07.  Due to lack of funding, 

there will probably be no RFP released next year. 
Youth Court Financial Request – Uintah County Youth Court is requesting Youth Court Startup 
Funds in the amount of $4,750.  Judge Michie made the motion to approve funding for them.  Karen 
Crompton seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 
Troubled Youth Conference Financial Request - Salt Lake County Division of Youth Services is 
requesting up to $2,000 for scholarships for the 30th annual Troubled Youth Conference on May 7 – 8 
in Snowbird, Utah.  These scholarships make it possible for agencies that have Title II grants and other 
public and private agencies throughout the state to send counselors, probation officers, educators, 
caseworkers, case managers, and others to this beneficial training.  Max Jackson made the motion to 
approve funding. Judge Michie seconded the motion which passed unanimously.  Gini Highfield and 
Pat Berckman abstained. 
2008-09 UBJJ Site Visit Assignments – Judge Michie and Pam Vickrey volunteered to see Treva Bell 
for the Compliance Monitoring/Jail Removal site visit. 
Annual Report to Governor & Legislature – Each year Reg prepares the UBJJ Annual Report that is 
given to the Governor and Legislature.  This year’s report has been delivered and highlights priority 
program areas, in order of importance: 1. Substance abuse prevention, 2. Delinquency prevention, 3. 
Disproportionate minority contact, 4. Gender specific services for girls (priority for minority girls), and 5. 
Improve mental health services.  The report also lists UBJJ board members and projects funded by 
UBJJ. 
Membership - Reg stated that our biggest concern regarding board vacancies is to not have the 
majority be full time government employees.  Dr. Moises Prospero and Camille Anthony will attend our 
meetings in the future to replace Russ Van Vleet.   Maria Garciaz asked the board to email 
recommendations for board vacancies to Reg. 

 
Agenda Item 2008 FACJJ REPORT 
Notes The Federal Advisory Committee on Juvenile Justice was established in 2004 to comply with 

requirements of the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (JJDP) Act that there be a national 
conference of member representatives of the State Advisory Groups to provide advice to the President, 
Congress, and the OJJDP Administrator regarding juvenile justice.  Each year, FACJJ prepares two 
reports (one to the President and Congress and one to the Administrator of OJJDP to inform Federal 
leaders of current concerns and recommendations emanating from the States, the five U.S. territories, 
and the District of Columbia. 
 
FACJ operates under some principles that include the fact that we understand that juveniles are 
different than adults developmentally and that they are amenable to treatment and rehabilitation. 
Because of that, they are entitled to several things: 

 Services provided by culturally competent and appropriately trained professionals (committed 
to treatment and rehabilitation).  

 A full continuum of culturally appropriate and integrated services from prevention through 
secure confinement, re-entry and aftercare.  

 Services based on an objective assessment of risk and protective factors, equally accessible 
across all classes, cultures, jurisdictions, and linguistic and ethnic groups, which are 
individualized, gender-specific, and developmentally appropriate. 

 A system that provides a safe place to live, sustained subsistence, emotional and spiritual 
nurturing, educational opportunities that are relevant and appropriate, and adequate health 
care (including substance abuse and mental health treatment). 

 A juvenile justice system that provides rehabilitation, public safety, and accountability in a 
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balanced and restorative manner. 
 Early, zealous, and effective legal representation, including an assessment of competency and 

a timely and just legal process. 
 A system in which individuals and entities work in a collaborative manner.   
 A system in which no child shall be subject to disproportionate contact, involvement, or 

outcome based on race, class, disability, culture, ethnicity, or gender. 
 The support of a functional family (including extended family) and services provided with 

collaborative involvement of the biological and/or perceived family of the child. 
 Separation from adults in institutional settings. 

 
The report has several recommendations on each area.  The report adds three additional areas of 
importance besides the mandate.  1. Ensure that youth have adequate access to substance abuse and 
mental health treatment. 2. Advocate for and devise a workable plan that mandates culturally 
appropriate relevant mental health and substance abuse treatment. 3. Assistance of counsel.    
 
The report to the director included a recommendation that the administrator inform congress at every 
reasonable opportunity of the FACJJ advisory role and its recommendations through distribution of its 
annual reports (in a timely manner) to the President and Congress, testimony and committee 
communications of the FACJJ’s unanimous agreement that the JJDP Act be reauthorized and 
strengthened. Another strong recommendation supporting the continuation of the role of State Advisory 
Groups to determine local needs and allocate juvenile justice funds at the state level and that juvenile 
justice funds not be transferred from the states to OJJDP for discretionary allocation.  
 
There is another meeting in three weeks to prepare a report for the next administration.  This year’s 
focus will be on effective leadership. 

 
Agenda Item Title II Formula Grant Three Year Plan 
Notes Reg is working on the plan with Matt Davis.  The data still supports what we found in October. The 

issue now is funding. Please contact Reg with questions or concerns.   
 
Next Meeting The next meeting is Thursday, March 19, 2009, Utah State Capitol, Senate Bldg., Spruce Room 
Minutes prepared by Jo Lynn Kruse – Administrative Assistant, CCJJ  
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