
MEETING MINUTES 
 

 
Committee UTAH SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND ANTI-VIOLENCE COORDINATING COUNCIL 
 

Date 
Time 
Location 

Tuesday, September 23, 2008 
12:00 noon – 2:00 p.m. 
Utah State Capitol – Capitol Board Room 

 

Members 
Present 

Harold Morrill, Gaby Anderson, Heather Borski, Dr. Karen Buchi, Craig Burr, Santiago Cortez, 
Fotu Katoa, Judge Michael Kwan, Verne Larsen, Mark Payne, Craig PoVey, Scott Reed, 
Mayor JoAnn Seghini, Jeff Smart, Anna Kay Waddoups  

Members 
Excused 

Dan Becker, Judy Kasten Bell, Senator Chris Buttars, Louis Callister, Colonel Merrill Carter, 
Lisa-Michele Church, Commissioner Bill Cox, Commissioner Scott Duncan, Dr. Gary 
Jorgensen, Terry Russo, Chief Paul Tittensor, Kirk Torgensen, Sherm Watkins, Judge Bob 
Yeates 

Guests Brent Kelsey, Dr. Christine Mitchell, Adam Trupp 
Staff Mary Lou Emerson and Monica Taylor 
 

Agenda Item 
 
Call to Order 

Notes Harold Morrill called the meeting to order and introductions were made.   
 
Motion:  Anna Kay Waddoups made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 20, 2008 
meeting.  The motion was seconded by Santiago Cortez and passed unanimously. 

 

Agenda Item Update Reports 
Notes USAAV Statutory Changes 

Mary Lou Emerson reminded the Council of the motion passed at the last USAAV meeting, 
which supported eliminating the anti-violence component from USAAV.  She reported the 
gang violence issue is escalating again, and suggested it may be beneficial for the Council to 
reconsider proposing legislation that would eliminate the responsibility of coordinating anti-
violence issues at this time, due to the rising concern from the community.  She reminded the 
Council the anti-violence component was first added to USAAV to focus specifically on youth 
gang issues.  Mary Lou suggested the Council may want to consider a motion and a vote to 
reverse the decision to eliminate anti-violence from USAAV at this time.     
 
Motion:  Scott Reed made a motion to table this issue until the next USAAV meeting in order 
to obtain more information regarding the possible formation of a state gang task force.  The 
motion was seconded by Anna Kay Waddoups and passed unanimously.   
 
Mary Lou reported the USAAV Council statute provides that “a representative from the offices 
of minority affairs designated by the directors of those offices or a designee” shall be a 
member of the Council.  She explained this does not include the Division of Indian Affairs, 
which is a separate entity, and said she has been approached by tribal representatives and 
has spoken to Forrest Cuch, Director of the Division of Indian Affairs, and they have 
expressed interest in having a statutory seat on the Council.   
 
Motion:  Judge Michael Kwan made a motion to amend the membership section of the 
USAAV statute to include the director of the Division of Indian Affairs or the director’s 
designee.  The motion was seconded by Gaby Anderson and passed unanimously. 
 
Drug Offender Reform Act  
Dr. Chris Mitchell, Director of Research for CCJJ, explained there are two main data sources 
for DORA.  One data source is the Division of Substance Abuse and Mental Health (DSAMH), 
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which collects data from the Local Substance Abuse Authorities.  The second data source is 
the Department of Corrections, which collects data on offenders who are in DORA-funded 
services and who are also under the supervision of Adult Probation and Parole.  According to 
the DSAMH, there were 1,367 assessments completed and 845 admissions into DORA-
funded treatment services during FY 2007-08.  According to Department of Corrections data, 
7,709 offenders were screened for DORA participation during FY 2008; 1,466 were 
determined to be eligible (69 of these were later denied after first being accepted); and 767 
offenders entered a DORA-funded treatment program.  
 
Proposed Liquor Law Changes 
Mary Lou provided an update on the proposed liquor law change to eliminate private clubs in 
Utah with information provided by Tani Downing, the Governor’s Legal Counsel.  Ms. 
Downing particularly wanted the Council to know the Governor is proceeding very cautiously 
and is researching the issue from every aspect possible before making a recommendation.  
The Governor will also make a decision regarding whether or not there are other issues 
besides private clubs that he would like to include in a proposal.  The Governor still intends to 
have a bill ready for the 2009 Legislative Session that will eliminate the requirement for 
private club memberships.  Mary Lou noted at the last USAAV meeting the Council voted to 
send a letter expressing the Council’s potential concerns regarding this legislation.  This letter 
was sent to Governor Huntsman, Senate President John Valentine, and House Speaker Greg 
Curtis.  Anna Kay Waddoups suggested Tani Downing be invited to attend the next USAAV 
meeting in November.  
 
Possibility of State Gang Task Force:  USAAV Role 
Mary Lou reported Bob Yeates has spoken with the Governor regarding the gang violence 
problem.  Currently a series of meetings is being conducted with city and county officials 
regarding how the state might provide assistance for their efforts.  One possible result of 
these meetings may be the creation of a state level gang task force.  

 

Agenda Item Subcommittee Reports 
Notes Anti-Violence and Justice 

Scott Reed reported the Subcommittee has not met since the last USAAV Council meeting. 
 
DUI 
Anna Kay Waddoups reported a draft Executive Summary for the Sixth Annual DUI Report to 
the Legislature could be found in the meeting packet and she reviewed the Subcommittee’s 
recommendations for action by the Legislature.  The recommendations included the following:  
Create incentives for DUI offenders to complete court-ordered sanctions, including substance 
abuse treatment; Increase the administrative impound fee for a DUI violation and appropriate 
revenues to support DUI law enforcement; Amend the Not a Drop statute to address 
individuals who fail to complete recommended action; and Modify the requirement that 
administrative alcohol hearings be held in the County of arrest.  
 
Motion:  Ann Kay made a motion to support the report recommendations.  The motion was 
seconded by Mayor JoAnn Seghini and Scott Reed, and passed unanimously. 
 
Drug-Exposed Newborns 
Dr. Karen Buchi reported the Subcommittee was formed about a year ago to address issues 
throughout the state regarding maternal substance abuse, especially those related to 
newborns.  One of the major activities of the Subcommittee has been to implement H.B. 38 - 
Education and Outreach Regarding Substances Harmful During Pregnancy (Rep. Ronda 
Menlove), which was passed by the 2008 Legislature.  As a result of this bill, educational 
materials directed primarily toward women of childbearing age are being created to inform 
them of the dangers of alcohol and other drug use during pregnancy.  These materials will be 
distributed statewide.  Dr. Buchi said the Subcommittee has representatives from multiple 
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agencies, which is very useful when trying to avoid duplication.  She also reported Lisa-
Michele Church has created a wonderful document showing how a woman who is identified 
with a substance abuse problem is able to access treatment through various “pathways” in 
Utah’s system.  The Subcommittee will continue its work and will address related issues as 
they arise in the 2009 Legislative Session.   
 
Prevention 
Craig PoVey reported on the Subcommittee’s work to propose a “Social Host Law” in the 
upcoming legislative session that would create civil penalties for those who provide alcohol to 
minors.  He noted if the Governor decides to propose the elimination of private clubs, this 
should be countered with proposals to prevent underage drinking and over consumption.  
Craig also reported the Subcommittee is working with the Department of Health on the 
prescription drug abuse issue.  The Division of Substance Abuse and Mental Health currently 
has a federal Strategic Prevention Framework State Incentive Grant (SPF-SIG) that includes 
the prescription drug problem and related fatalities as one of its priorities, and the Local 
Substance Abuse Authorities have received grant funding to address this issue.  In addition, 
in conjunction with the SPF-SIG, the state has created an Epidemiology Workgroup that is 
pulling together data to identify substance abuse issues.  Craig said he is also working with 
colleagues from New Mexico and Arizona to offer assistance to the Navajo Nation to help 
them apply for SPF grant to increase prevention services for their population.  Finally, Craig 
reported the ParentsEmpowered Underage Drinking Prevention Campaign has begun its third 
year.  
 
Public Health 
Mary Lou Emerson reported during FY 2008 the Commission on Criminal and Juvenile 
Justice provided funding for priority initiatives identified by the Utah Methamphetamine Joint 
Task Force.  Some of this funding was awarded to the Department of Health to conduct 
research regarding contamination/decontamination standards, to address public awareness 
regarding property contaminated by methamphetamine, and to provide resources for local 
health departments.  The Department of Health has produced a series of brochures on 
methamphetamine contamination for property owners, renters, potential buyers and sellers.  
They are currently in the process of researching and developing a health-based 
contamination/decontamination standard for Utah.  The Subcommittee is also working on 
potential legislation to address mandatory disclosure of contaminated properties and to 
provide assistance for property owners who find themselves faced with a contaminated 
property and don’t have the resources to clean it up to standard.   
 
Treatment 
Harold Morrill reported Dr. Christy Porucznik, an epidemiologist with the Utah Department of 
Health, will have her research regarding prescription drug overdose deaths published in an 
upcoming issue of the New England Journal of Medicine.  Dr. Porucznik made a presentation 
on this topic at the Subcommittee’s September meeting.  Harold said a bill to modify access 
to the controlled substance database is currently being drafted.  The Subcommittee is also 
concerned about recovery issues, primarily housing and employment, and is hoping to 
generate recommendations that will assist individuals in recovery from substance abuse with 
these challenges.  Finally, the Subcommittee is concerned about the possibility of losing drug 
court funding. 

 

Agenda Item 2008 USAAV Governor’s Awards 
Notes Harold Morrill reported the Executive Committee has nominated the following individuals to 

receive the 2008 USAAV Governor’s Awards:  Glen Lambert, Lisa-Michele Church, Judge 
Michele Christiansen, and Lou and Ellen Callister.  
 
Motion:  Mayor JoAnn Seghini made a motion to honor all of the individuals nominated by the 
Executive Committee.  The motion was seconded by Craig Burr and passed unanimously.   
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Agenda Item Other Business 
Notes Utah Fall Substance Abuse Conference – October 1-3, 2008, Davis Conference Center in 

Layton – www.dsamh.utah.gov  
 
2008 National Alliance for Drug Endangered Children Conference – October 6-8, 2008, 
Radisson Hotel in Salt Lake City – www.nationaldec.org  

 
Next Meeting Tuesday, November 18, 2008 – 11:00  a.m.-2:00 p.m. – State Capitol Building - 

Capitol Board Room 
 
Note:  Copies of meeting materials are available upon request by contacting Mary Lou Emerson, USAAV Council Director, 
at (801) 538-1921 or memerson@utah.gov. 

http://www.dsamh.utah.gov/
http://www.nationaldec.org/

	Call to Order

